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ORGANISATION 

1. Creation of the foundation  and main objectives  

The foundation of the Swiss Hotel Archives was created on March 4th, 2008 in Bern. The 

founders are the Swiss Society of Hoteliers (so-called hotelleriesuisse), the Walter and 

Bertha Gerber Foundation, the Tschumi Foundation of the Swiss Society of Hoteliers and 

Mrs. Jeanne Barras Zwahlen. 

 

Guglielmo L. Brentel, chairman of hotelleriesuisse (left), Christoph Juen, CEO of hotelleriesuisse (middle) and 

Jeanne Barras Zwahlen (right) signing the foundation certificate (photo htr) 

The creation of the foundation was inscribed in the trade register in May 2008. The 

foundation is submitted to the Federal Supervision of Foundations of the Federal 

Department of the Interior. As a non profit-making, state-approved institution, it is 

exempted from tax by the tax authorities of the Bern canton. The foundation of Swiss 

Hotel Archives aims at creating and using archives which guarantee the transmission of 

the history of Swiss hotel business and tourism. Working as an information hub, it 

provides to the curious public, to researchers, teachers, as well as to the world of initial 

and continuous training the managed documents and objects relating to the history of 

hotel business and tourism. 



 

At the heart of its main objectives lies the intention to connect the Swiss Hotel Archives to 

all the persons and institutions working towards the transmission of this pillar of Swiss 

history. The very year of its creation, the foundation of Swiss Hotel Archives succeeded in 

laying the foundations for a future collaboration with the following figures: Hans-Ueli 

Gubser, chairman of the Club Grand Hôtel & Palace, with whom a close partnership could 

be initiated (cf. point 4), Dr. Peter Robert Berry, founder and chairman of the Berry-

Museum in Saint-Moritz, Philippe Pasche, chairman of the Swiss Society for Hotel Credit 

(SCH), both owners of amazing historical collections, and the couple Dorothee and Beat 

Kleiner, owners of the Museum of Swiss hotel business and tourism, which unfortunately 

had to be closed down at the end of 2008. 

Only through the connection of the collections of these different people and institutions 

can the history of hotel business and tourism be apprehended from an appropriate 

historical perspective. The foundation aims at constantly enriching such point of view. 

ςȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓȡ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÌÅÖÅÌ 

The first board of directors was set up after the foundation was created. Competent 

figures stemming from fields all relevant to the scope of activity of the foundation were 

chosen for the strategic body. 
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(left to right): Samuel Salvisberg, Peter Witschi, Hans Wiedemann, Evelyne Lüthi-Graf (manager), Graziella 

Borrelli (archiviste and secretary), Roland Flückiger-Seiler, Thomas Allemann, Silvia Meyer-Battaglia (Club 

Grand Hôtel & Palace), Laurent Tissot and Hans-Ueli Gubser (photo Swiss Hotel Archives). 


